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ENERGY  CONSERVATION  PROGRAMS 


For  the  past  year,  programs  of  energy  conservation  have 
been  promoted  by  all  levels  of  government  and  by  numerous  public 
spirited  organizations.   The  approach  generally  taken  has  been  to 
encourage  the  simple,  quick  and  easy  means  of  conserving  fuels. 

A  program  of  energy  management  recognizes  that  these  recom- 
mendations are  beneficial  but  that  further  promotion  of  that  type 
of  energy  conservation  is  redundant  to  the  point  of  discouraging 
more  effective  action. 

An  initial  step  in  establishing  an  energy  management  program 
is  to  evaluate  the  areas  where  energy  savings  are  possible. 
Essential  to  this  evaluation  is  an  accurate  assessment  of  the 
amount  of  energy  that  can  be  saved  and  the  cost  of  any  modifica- 
tion or  adaptation  of  the  energy  consumption  systems. 

Energy  conservation  is  an  established  policy  of  state  govern- 
ment and  should  be  considered  by  all  other  levels  of  government. 
The  Governor  has  urged  conservation  on  all  of  us  and  particularly 
on  state  agencies.   State  government  efforts  in  conservation  last 
winter  resulted  in  a  10.58  percent  savings  of  natural  gas  and 
a  11.9  percent  savings  in  electricity  in  the  capitol  complex. 

It  is  also  necessary  that  public  officials  continually  speak 
out  on  conservation.  The  public  needs  to  be  informed  of  the  neces- 
sity and  benefits  of  good  conservation  practices. 
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We  must    dedicate   ourselves   to   conservation   reaffirmation, 
Montana  should  be   a   leader   in   energy   conservation   if  we   don't 
want    to   be   called  on    for   unreasonable   quantities   of    energy   pro- 
duction. 


Conservation  Tip 

Install  a  humidifier  in  your  home.      Humidified  air  is  more  comfortable 
at  lower  temperatures  than  dry  air  —  and  healthier  tool 


WESTERN  GOVERNORS'  CONFERENCE 

The  Old  West   Regional   Commission   agreed  to   participate    in 
sponsorship   of    another   Western   Governors'    Conference   on   Agricultural 
and  Natural   Resources.      Last    year's   conference   in   Salt   Lake   City   had 
large   attendance   and   active   sixteen   state   participation.      The   con- 
ference   is   tentatively   scheduled   for  Billings,    Montana,    on   March   31   - 
April    3.      The   Commission   has   approved   funding   up   to   $10,000   for   the 
project,    matching   amounts   up   to   that    ceiling   as    approved  by   Four 
Corners    (Colorado,    New  Mexico,    Arizona   and  Utah)    and   Pacific  North- 
west   (Washington,    Oregon,    Idaho)    Regional   Commissions. 


Conservation  Tip 

Once  a  months   flush  the  sediment  out  of  your  hot  water  tank  by  draining 
a  couple  of  buckets  of  warm  water  from  the  faucet  at  the  bottom  of  the  tank.      If 
allowed  to  build  up,   sediment  will  prevent  the  water  from  heating  properly. 


COAL  INDUSTRY 

The  Billings  Gazette  believes  the  West  is  ripe  for  regional 
concepts.   The  paper  says  the  area's  mood  is  changing  from  "one  of 
uninhibited  growth  to  that  of  cautious,  planned  development,"  and 
ho|)e.s  election  results  will  fulfill  the  promise  that  the  Ref-vion  will 
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take  a  unified  stand  regarding  natural  resource  development.   The 
Gazette  says  electric  generating  plants  built  in  Eastern  Montana  are 
destined  to  serve  faraway  industry  with  clean  energy,  leaving  the 
state  with  pollution  impact.   The  Gazette  also  comments  on  FEA 
official  statements  that  the  state  has  a  moral  responsibility  to 
provide  coal  energy.   The  paper  says  the  responsibility  is  a  two-way 
street  and  should  be  accepted  by  those  who  would  "exploit"  coal 
riches  and  believes  this  includes  an  end  to  lobbying  for  watered- 
down  strip  mine  controls,  acceptance  of  fair  taxation,  industry 
responsibility  for  roads,  schools,  hospitals  in  impact  areas,  welcom- 
ing of  emission  controls  and  a  concern  for  the  welfare  of  all. 


Conservation   Tip 

When   selection   is   possible^    help    save    energy    by   purchasing 
goods   made   of  recycled  materials.      In   general ,    products   made   of 
recycled  materials   require    less    energy    to   manufacture    than   do    those 

made    of  new   materials. 


REGIONAL  ENERGY  RESOURCE  DEVELOPMENT  POLICY 

The  Old  West  Regional  Commission  has  conditionally  agreed  to 
commit  $200,000  in  support  of  an  effort  by  the  Rocky  Mountain  Region's 
governors  to  develop  a  regional  energy  resource  development  policy. 
Award  of  the  funds  is  contingent  upon  an  equal  grant  by  the  Four 
Corners  Regional  Commission.   The  funds  would  be  devoted  to  establish- 
ing a  centrally  located  office  responsible  for  the  development  of 
policy  and  for  communication  with  appropriate  congressional  delega- 
tions.  Governor  Judge  of  Montana  has  said  that  an  energy  policy 
office  is  needed  to  draw  attention  to  serious  environmental  and 
social  problems  involved  in  widespread  western  states  energy  develop- 
ment, to  stimulate  more  attention  to  energy  conservation  rather  than 
rapid  resource  development  and  to  focus  more  attention  to  development 
of  alternative  sources  of  energy. 


Conservation   Tip 

On   electric   ranges^    turn   off  burners    several   minutes   before 
the   end  of   the   proper   cooking  period.       The   heating   element   will    stay 
hot,    and  your  food  will   finish   cooking  without   using   additional    energy, 
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Conservation    Tip 

Group    clothes    that   are    to    be   machine    dried   according    to    their 
thickness    to   avoid  an   additional   cycle   for   only    two   or    three   slower 
drying   items.      Small    throw  rugs,    blankets,    sweaters    and   knits   will 
fluff  up    like   new   if  you    tumble    them   without    heat   for    15   minutes . 


RESEARCH  PROJECTS  AND  REPORTS 

Water  Use  and  Coal  Development  in  Eastern  Montana,  Paul  E. 
Polzin,  Bureau  of  Business  and  Economic  Research,  University  of 
Montana,  Missoula,  Montana,  1974.   This  report  presents  a  prelimi- 
nary economic  discussion  of  coal  development  impacts  upon  the  resi- 
dents, economies,  agriculture  and  water  uses  of  the  development  area. 
Data  presented  are  in  aggregate  form.   The  development  area  incor- 
porates a  seven-county  area  in  Southeastern  Montana. 

Impacts  of  Large  Recreational  Development  Upon  Semi-Primitive 
Environments:   The  Gallatin  Canyon  Case  Study,  David  G.  Stuart,  Center 
for  Interdisciplinary  Studies,  Montana  State  University,  Bozeraan,  Mt . , 
1974.   The  report  presents  baseline  data  on  the  area  and  construction 
impact  of  the  Big  Sky  Resort.   This  report  discusses  the  land  use 
changes  that  are  occurring  in  the  Gallatin  area;  the  conversion  of 
a  serai-primitive  environment  to  a  new  urban  complex  in  a  mountain 
setting. 

A  Legal  Study  Relating  to  Coal  Development  -  Population 
Issues ,  Kutak,  Rock,  Cohen,  Campbell,  Garf inkle  &  Woodward,  Omaha, 
Nebraska,  Old  West  Regional  Commission,  1974.   Six  volumes:   Vol.  I 
Responding  to  Rapid  Population  Growth,  Vol.  II.  Land  Use  Planning 
and  Growth  Control:  Statutory  Responses  From  Outside  the  Region, 
Vol.  III.  Summary  of  Montana,  North  Dakota  and  Wyoming  Statutes: 
Financing  and  Population  Issues/Bibliographies,  Vol.  IV.  Montana 
Statutes  Relating  to  Rapid  Population  Growth,  Vol.  V.  North  Dakota 
Statutes  Relating  to  Rapid  Population  Growth,  Vol.  VI.  Wyoming 
Statutes  Relating  to  Rapid  Population  Growth. 

Montana  Water  Quality  Bibliography,  Water  Quality  Bureau, 
Environmental  Sciences  Division,  Department  of  Health  and  Environ- 
mental Science,  State  of  Montana,  1974.   Items  addressed  are  the 
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three  major  parameters  —  chemical,  physical  or  biological  --  of 
water  quality.   Administrative  studies  and  plans,  regulations  and 
laws  which  seek  to  amend  or  maintain  the  quality  of  Montana's 
waters  also  are  discussed. 

Surface  Mining  and  Mined  Land  Reclamation,  bibliography, 
The  Old  West  Regional  Commission,  1730  K  Street,  N.W.,  Suite  426, 
Washington,  D.C.  20006,  1974.   1,337  citations  from  many  sources  that 
are  applicable  to  mining  and  reclamation  problems  in  the  Great  Plains, 


Conservation    Tip 

In   frost- free    refrigerators,    keep    liquids    covered    to    cut 
down   on   moisture    buildup.       It    saves    energy,    and   keeps    the    compart- 
ment   smelling   fresh    longer   between    cleanings . 


STATE  DEPARTMENTS  AND  PROGRAMS 

DEPT.  OF  STATE  LANDS 

The  Department  of  State  Lands  administers  state-owned  lands 
and  minerals  for  the  benefit  of  the  state  school  trust  fund;  admin- 
isters the  state's  raining  and  reclamation  laws;  and  coordinates 
research  and  implementation  programs  related  to  saline-alkali  affected 
lands. 

State  land  administration  includes  leasing  of  state-owned 
surface  for  grazing,  agriculture  and  other  purposes;  leasing  of  minerals 
for  mining;  issuance  of  easements  for  roads,  transmission  lines,  rail 
lines  and  other  facilities  across  state  lands;  and  identification  of 
natural  areas. 

The  Department's  jurisdiction  under  the  mining  and  reclamation 
law  extends  to  lands  disturbed  by  surface  mining  or  surface  disturbance 
for  all  minerals,  regulation  of  certain  exploration  activities,  and 
prevention  of  waste  of  coal. 

The  leasing  of  state-owned  minerals,  and  the  administration  of 
the  reclamation  laws  involve  the  Department  of  State  Lands  directly 
and  substantially  in  the  energy  development  field.   Other  departmental 
actions  do  so  in  a  lesser  or  more  indirect  manner. 
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The  most  visible  involvement  of  the  Department  of  State  Lands 
in  energy  development  derives  from  the  administration  of  the  Strip 
Mine  Siting  Act,  the  Montana  Strip  Mining  and  Reclamation  Act,  and  the 
Coal  Conservation  Act,  all  of  which  regulate  surface  mining  of  coal. 
However,  energy  development  stimulates  the  mining  of  other  commodities, 
including  copper,  iron,  tungsten,  bentonite  and  other  minerals  needed 
for  transmission  lines,  pipelines  and  other  energy-related  facilities 
and  equipment.   Uranium  is  receiving  increased  attention  as  an  alterna- 
tive energy  source.   Mining  and  reclamation  of  all  of  these  minerals 
are  regulated  by  the  Department, 


OFFICE  OF  THE  FEDERAL-STATE  COORDINATOR 

Citizens  or  governmental  agencies  with  questions  about  various 
federal  grant  programs  may  want  to  call  on  the  Federal-State  Coordina- 
tor's Unit  of  the  Governor's  Office  for  assistance.   This  office  is 
charged  by  the  Governor  with  maintaining  working  relationships  between 
state  and  federal  agencies,  with  finding  sources  of  federal  grants  for 
the  state,  and  for  follow-up  activities  with  federal  agencies  on  behalf 
of  both  state  and  local  government. 

Dean  Hart,  the  Federal-State  Coordinator,  is  based  in  Washington4^j|' 
D.C.,  and  provides  liaison  for  the  Governor  with  the  federal  agencies   — 
there  and  with  the  congressional  delegation.   Dorothy  Eck,  the  State- 
Local  Coordinator,  works  on  behalf  of  local  governments,  giving  them  a 
special  advocate  with  state  and  federal  agencies.   Judith  Carlson,  the 
State-Regional  Coordinator,  spends  several  days  a  month  in  Denver  to 
obtain  information  about  federal  grant  programs  from  all  the  federal 
agencies  based  in  Denver  -  Region  VIII.   She  is  the  Governor's  liaison 
with  the  Federal-Regional  Council  there,  a  coordinating  group  of  the 
regional  directors  of  nine  federal  departments. 

The  office  location  for  the  Federal-State  Coordinator's  unit 
is  9th  and  Roberts,  two  blocks  north  of  the  Capitol.   The  telephone 
number  is  449-3410.   In  succeeding  issues,  we  will  attempt  to  provide 
information  on  various  grant  programs  relating  to  energy. 


